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PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


ITI wes 


ay . , a> ora ~ 
B eball // cE RZzUTO 


i y WORLD CHAMPION NEW YORK 
en 0... } Or A AI. y, YANKEES, |S TNE GREATEST 


SHORTSTOP IN BASEBALL'S LONG 
HISTORY! PHIL IS A MIDGET 
AMONG GIANTS, YET HIS BRILLIANT 
FIELDING, SENSATIONAL WITTING AND 
TERRIFIC SPEEO HAVE MADE H/M 
ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE 
PLAYERS IN THE NATIONAL | 
GAME! BUT HE HAD TO FIGHT 
HIS WAY TO THE TOP, OVER - 
COMING ALL OBSTACLES BY 
HIS GRIT, DETERMINATION 
WILL-TO-WIN { 


— 


IN 1941 AND. 
1942, HIS FIRST 
TWO YANKEE 
. SEASONS... 


If OST DANGEROUS BATTERS, 


: x if TIME GAME, AN EXPERT BLWTER, A CLEVER 
TWIN KILLINGS, | | “ea 1 BS i JOE HITTER! IW I95P HE SLASHED OUT 2OO 
oMras |e A HITS FOR A324 AVERAGE FOURTH IN THE 


AMERICAN LEAGUE! 
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7 You EAT Goo SPAGHETTI, I LOVE 
KIDS, AND BE BIG AND | SPAGHETTI! 
STRONG SOME 


Gorry YEARS 
AGO 


FILIPO RIZZUTO 
AND 
ROSA ANGOTTI 
LEFT THEIR 
NATIVE ITALY 
FOR AMERICA, 
MEETING AND 
MARRYING 
IN BROOKLYN 
WHERE THEIR 
FIRST SON, 
PHILIP 
FRANCIS 
RIZZUTO, 
WAS BORN OW 
SEPT, 25, 1918. 


Wea 
PHILS FATHER WAS A TROLLEY CAR’ MOTOR? 
BROUGHT LUNCH TO FAPA_RIZZUTO AND RODE) THE UNITED STATES. 

WITH HIM ‘TO THE ENG.OF THE LINE! SGEIGETIEVER WHAT WILL 


LET ME RUN \/ OK. -- CLIMB | CENT, MAMMA! 
THE CAR ABOARD, PHIL! 


TODAY, 
PAPA! | 


AND PHIL WAS AS. GODD AS HIS WORD, BUT HIS 
EARNINGS ALONE WERE NOT ENOUGH, AND THE 
RIZZUTO FAMILY WENT ON RELIEF. 


GET YOUR _ 
: PAPER! @ 
TEN MILLION \ 


i} 
BRO OUT lr WORK. 
STANDARD=y aro 


FOR THE TRACK TEAM / 


PHIL, BUT YOU CAN BECOME A 
aT CHAMPION SPRINTER- 


Hl 


YOU'RE A 
GOOD Boy, 


PAPA SAVED HIS MONEY AND SOOW QUIT HIS MOTORMAN'S JOB TO 


MEANWHILE, AT PUBLIC SCHOOL No. 68, PHIL WENT OUT 


You'RE TOO LITTLE FOR BALL GAMES, 


"QUICK-BREAKING SPEED WONTHE —_ | 
AND SIXT: Y-YARD DASHES REGULARLY FOR RS. 68! 


MAN, AND EVERY DAY AFTER SCHOOL PHIL BECOME A BUILDING CONTRACTOR, BUT IN 1929 HARD TIMES CAME TO 


I'LL GET 
A JOB, 
MAMMA! 
IM BIG 
ENOUGH! 
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WHEN HE TRIED 1D GET INTO STICK 


HEY, BABY-FACE, WHAT 


00 YOU THINK THIS IS, 
A KINDERGARTENT 


PHIL WAS OVERJOYED TO BE ON A REA\ 


LAST, BUT HE SAT ON THE BENCH UNTIL THE 


NINTH INNING! THEN .«« 


LET ME GET 
INTO THE GAME, 
COACH! 


7 PHL PLAYED ONE-OLD-CAT ON SANDLOTS, BUT 


BUT AT THE OFFICE OF THE NEWSPAPER PHIL SOLD... 
Ball GAHES 884 oh <i ete ww otha = 


WHAT'S THAT THE PAPER'S STARTING 
ALL ABour, A BASEBALL LEAGUE 
OME SATURDAY, 
IL 


iL BALL CLUB AT 


YOU TAKE SMITTY’S PLACE 
ON FIRST! BUT BE CAREFUL! 
DON'T GET PICKED OFF, PHIL! 
WE NEED THIS RUN ! 


s 


STOL& BASES AND RACED HOME WITH VALUABLE RUNS! 
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THE PITCHER TRIED TO PICK 
' HIM_OFF, BUT PHIL DIVED 
i i BACK TO FIRST! 
LOOK OUT, 
PHIL! HE'LL 
NAB YOU! 4 


IND.ON THE VERY NEXT PITCH, "BECAUSE OF HIS TERRIFIC SPEED, PHIL 


HE STOLE THIRD! : WAS ASSIGNED TO CENTERFIELD. SOMETIMES 
a ann Me HE WAS 50 FAST THAT. HE OVERRAN FLY 
: 5 : ARE! 


LY MISSED ONE! 


THIRDONAFLY _. 
\, BALL TO GIVE THE 
 STANDARD-UN/ON 
i CLUB A /0'10 9 
VICTORY. 


ITTLE PHIL DIDN'T GET MANY HITS, BUT... y 
“ SIX STOLEN 


BALL FOUR! I CAN'T PITCH Noy BASES IN 
TAKE YOUR TO_THAT MIDGET YOU WON THE SANDLOT WY ONE GAME... 
BASE! RIZZUTO! GHA ENIT FO us, A Wow! 


q e 
WALKING TWO OR THREE TIMES IN EACH GAME, PHIL OFTEN 


| 


2| 
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(p PHIL TURNED OUT FOR FOOTBALL PRACTICE THAT FALL, BUT... (( 


HERE, RIZZUTO, AW, COACH, I COULD 
YOU BE THE QUARTERBACK THIS TEAM 
WATER Boy! 


ON LONG 
ISLAND: 
THERE 
PHIL 

ENTERED 
RiCHMON? 
HILL HIGH 
SCHOOL f 


Gy! THOUGH HE DIDN'T GET ON THE GRID 
SQUAD, PHIL EASILY MADE 
THE TRACK TEAM / 


THE FOLLOWING BOYS WILL REPORT 
FOR BASEBALL. PRACTICE TOMORROW ... 
WATSON, eet COHEN, GRACIA, 


RIZZUTO WINS THE SIXTY-YARD 
DASH IN 6.4 SECONDS! 


BUT I TELL YOU I WAS ON’ \T LIKE YOUR SPEED, 
THE CHAMPIONSHIP SANDLOT Z PHIL, BUT YOU'RE TOO 
TEAM LAST YEAR, MR. KUNITZ. )SMALL TO HIT. SUPPOSE 
I KNOW I CAN HELP OUR YOU REPORT TOMORROW 
CLUB! GIVE ME 
A CHANCE! 


Creare einen 
ZNVETAYING ONTTHE GOOD, CAN PLAY RINGS 
SCHOOL TEAM TOMORROW, ) AROUND A BIG FELLOW. 
si) ate Md) I PLAYED BASEBALL 
IN MY DAY. AND. 
KNOW, 
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THE NEXT DAY, IW HIG FIRST TIME AT BAT IN THE 
PRACTICE GAME, PHIL WALKED, STOLE SECOND AND 
THIRD : 


THEN) ON THE NEXT PITCH, PHIL WHIZZED Dov 
THE THIRD BASE LINE, AND. «5 


PHIL WAD SOREL A RUN AND HAD STOLEN 
FOUR BASES, YET WiS BAT HAD NEVER 
MET THE BALL All DAY { 


IW PHIL'S: FIRST SIX 
GAMES ON THE 


YOU TO SWING AT A PITCHED BALL UNLESS 
THE COUNT IS TWO AND NOTHING! LATER 
ON, WE'LL TRY TO MAKE 
YOU A GOOP HITTER. ye 


COW! I WISH 
COULD GET 


ST. 
AS You SAY 
7} BASE HIT! 


q 


‘le 


WV LOOKS LIKE T'LL HAVE TO ag) 


PHIL RIZZUTO, 


A GAME AGAINST ERASMUS HIGH, THE 
COUNT WENT TO TWO STRIKES AND NO 
BALLS AGAINST PHIL. REMEMSERING COACH 
KUNITZS. ADVICE, HE SWUNG AT THE 
BALL, FOULING IT BACK! 


YOU THAT BATTING LESSON, 
PHIL. REPORT ON THE 
DIAMOND SATURDAY 
7 MORNING. 


Tt BE 
THERE, 
COACH. 


BASEBALL HERO 


SEIN 
SHH} 
VERS 


Se 
1T WAG PHIL'S FIRGT CONTACT WITH 
ui A PITCHED BALL THAT SEAGON/S - 


YOU'RE A NATURAL BUNTER, 
PHIL! HOLD YOUR BAT LOOSELY 
BUT IN THE NORMAL HITTING 
POSITION, SOAS NOT 
TIP OFF aye 


\ eres DROP YOUR BAT QUICKLY AND PUSH yi BALL, 


E PITCHER'S LEFT TOWARD SECOND BAS 
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ps THEN, THE SACRIFICE BUNT! 


WITH_A MAN ON FIRST AND THE BUNT 
SIGN ON, DRAG THE BAT IN A SWEEPING ) 
MOTION DOWN AND TOWARD THE FOUL LINE. ) 
THE BALL SHOULD TRICKLE IN THAT DIRECTION & 
IN SAFE TERRITORY. \F YOU PLACE IT RIGHT, 
YOU MAY BEAT IT OUT. IN ANY EVENT, IT SHOULD / 
FALLIN A POSITION WHICH ~~ — i - 
q WILL ADVANCE ; 
7 THE RUNNER 
W{_TO SECOND. 


dele LINE DRIVE! 
SLUGGER, ALTHOUGH NOT AS FAR. WAIT FOR THE 
BALL TO COME UP TO YOU. DON'T LUNGE FOR IT. 


OUTSIDE, POKE TO RIGHT. IF ON THE INSIDE, 
LINE TO LEFT AND CLOSE 10 FOUL LINES. 
hy QUICKLY BREAK YOUR WRISTS AND YOU'LL 
> INCREASE YOUR POWER ONE HUNDRED 
«__¢_ PER CENT. 


: Sie Bete 
YOU'RE A’GOOD PUPIL, 
PHIL. YOU'RE GOING 

FAR IN BASEBALL / 


y THE DEADFALL BUNT! (( POLORTHEI AT Loosely. 


YOu'LL HIT THE BALL TOO HARD AND POP IT UP OR LINE 
IT TO INFIELDERS. MEET THE BALL TOWARD THE END 
OF THE BAT WITH A TWIST OF THE WRIST, WHICH 
GIVES IT BACKSPIN AND DEADENS IT. THE BALL 
SHOULD HIT THE GRASS 
AND STOP ROLLING 
AS YOU RACE TO 
FIRST. 


yy, HITTING BEHIND THE RUNNER! ( 


WITH A MAN ON FIRST AND THE HIT-AND- RUN 
SIGN ON, WATCH FOR AN OUTSIDE PITCH TO 
HiT BEHIND THE RUNNER. IF THE 
PITCHER THROWS INSIDE, STEP 
BACK, MOVE YOUR RIGHT ___— 

FOOT BACK OF THE LEFT 
FOOT, HOLD YOUR ELBOWS 
CLOSE TO YOUR BODY. 
MEET BALL WITH GOLF J 


SWING AND WRIST 
SNAP TOWARD a 


RIGHT ee 


SHIFTING FROM THE OUTFIELD TO THIRD BASE IN 


HIS_SOPHOMORE YEAR, PHIL BECAME A 
SHORTSTOP THE FOLLOWING SEASON! 


THAT KID'S A 
WONDER! 


ss 
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BEFORE THE SEASON STARTED, 
f || MICKEY AND PHIL SPENT LONG HOURS 
z xO aN | INTHE FALL OF I935... | PRACTICING FORWARD PASSES! 
t — 


THE FLEA,FOR p IT YOU'LL MAKE THE FOOTBALL Cire GENS | 


CAPTAIN: !)i| TEAM, TOO, PHIL. WHY, YOU'VE 
QE WON MOST OF OUR TOUCH 
FOOTBALL GAMES ON 
THIS STREET! 


EN IN RICHMOND HILL'S BIG GAME [- SPATS ; 
AGAINST COMMERCE HIGH «+ eee eee RET 


YEA, PHIL! 
HOORAY ! 


Sue FLEA SCOOTED ACROSS THE GOAL LINE 
WITH THE TOUCHDOWN THAT, LICKED 
COMMERCE, /4 To IB/ 
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THANKS FOR YOUR y y | 
AUTOGRAPH, FRANKIE! | 
YOU'RE MY FAVORITE 4 =a : 

BALL PLAYER / 


- FRANKIE 
Y, PHIL, THAT'S WHAT A 
LOU GEHRIG AND 
TONY LAZZERI / 


Ga! £8 


eS 


TM A_ SHORTSTOP, .| | AT EBBETS FIELD, TWO WEEKS LATER... 


wis Tou CO I CASEY STENGEL, MANAGER 


I KNow. NOW, SHOW 
HIM YOU CAN RUN, 
PHIL! 


THAT LITTLE FELLOW RUNS RIZZUTO, THE SHORTSTOP 
LIKE A STREAK. WHAT‘S FROM RICHMOND 
HIS NAME? HILL HIG 


HIGH, 
SEY. 


YOu'D BETTER STICK TO 
RUNNING, RIZZUTO. YOU'VE 
A LOT TO LEARN , 
ABOUT HITTING: 


PANCHO SNYVER, ONE-TIME: 


CATCHER, WAS IN CHARGE OF | 


THE TRYOUTS « 


LINE UP FOR THE 
SPRINTS, BOYS! 
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UUNPAUNTED, PHIL ANG MICKEY WENT TO THE POLO 
GROUNDS FOR THE NEW YORK GIANTS’ TRYOUTS. 


THE GIANTS NEED \I HOPE THEY 
BALLPLAYERS NEED US, 
BADLY, PHIL. MICKEY. 


| AFTER THE RUN. 


STICK AROUND, MICKEY / You, KIDZ 
STEINMAN! HURRAY! )| fay TWELVE? 
I WANT TO SEE - 

YOu HIT! 
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EIGHTEEN? DON'T TRY TO KID ME. MICKEY WAS SIGNED BY THE NEW YORK GIANT: 
YOU OUGHT TO BE HOME PLAYING TO YANKEE STADIUM ALONE FOR THE TRYOUTS! 


T ! 
STOUR TOY? STEP RIGHT IN, 
Ye Ate |N YOUNG MAN! 
AT, LL é IF ONLY 
AND A GLOVE, I COULD BE 
MR. SNYDER / A YANKEE / 


Ni Ye yi 
WERE CHOSEN FOR THE YANKEE TRYOUTS. THEY RIZZUTO RUNS 


FACED THE FAMOUS PAUL KRICHELL , CHIEF SCOUT, 
AND DISCOVERER OF LOU GEHRIG, RED ROLEE, THE HUNDRED IN 
BENNY BENGOUGH AND MANY OTHER: YANKEE STARS, 9.6 SECONDS! 


‘ 
WE HAVE PICED VOU BOvS BECAIBE X WE cure 9{\ NARVELOUS 
YOU ARE THE BEST PROSPECTS IN THIS ) DO, MR. , 
PART OF THE COUNTRY. YOUILL RUN set KRICHELL! 
SPRINTS, THEN PLAY GAMES FOR syle 
FIVE DAYS UNTIL WE DECIDE WHETHER JD 


YOU HAVE THE ABILITY TO BECOME 
5 q_ YANKEES. UNDERSTAND? 


TO PHIL'S SURPRISE, ONLY EIGHTEEN PLAYERS: 


°PHIL KNEW. HE HAD IMPRESSED KRICHELL WITH 
HIG: RUNNING AND FIELDING HOWEVER, AE 
“WAG WORKED ABOUT HIS HITTING. THREE 
TIMES HE MET THE BALL HARD, BUT-EACH. 
TIME HIT IT SQUAKELY TO A FIELDER. 


STHAT KID 
zZuUTOIS 
GOOD! 


AS. THE GAME 
y PROGRESSED... 


THE BEST PROSPECT 


ON THE FIELD TODAY 
IS PHIL RIZZUTO! 


AT. 


THE RED SOX SAY THEY'VE 
BEEN SCOUTING YOU, PHIL. 
THEY WANT TO SIGN 

3 ¥ 
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DETERMINED TO MAKE A BASE 
Hit BEFORE THE GAME WAS 


|| OVER, PHIL TRIED TO REMEMBER 


EVERYTHING COACH KUNITZ 
HAD TAUGHT HIM AT HIGH 
SCHOOL. HE SNAPPED HIS 
WRISTS AS THE BAT MET THE 
BA HED A LONG 


NEVER THOUGHT Wi 


THAT SHRIMP COULD 
HIT THAT FAR / 


NOTHING DOING, 
PAPA. I WANT) 
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25 aS 


; ) [17'S MR. KRICHELL? 
PAPA, COME 
HERE QUICK / 


at WINTER. PHIL WORKED ON ODD JOBS AT A FACTORY. IN. 
BAY RIDGE. IN MARCH HE LEFT HOME FOR THE FIRST 
TWHE IN HIS LIFE, TRAVELING TO BASSETT, A TINY HAMLET 
IN. VIRGINIA, WHERE A CLASS D YANKEE FARM TEAM OF 
THE Bl- STATE LEAGUE PLAYED. 


(SEE THAT BROKEN 
DOWN FENCE OVER 


\> YONDER? THATS Abe 
\T, YOUNG MAN. ee 


PHIL Ei Was ee THE SHORTSTOP. 
WOR, ITTING HARP NOW, 
ANE. STEAL ital BAaES AS EASILY 
(vi Te HBtas OLD LAYS AT RICHMONP. 


! ) PROUD, MR. KRICHELL! 
| ay <= 


( TM 
QVERJOYED AS HE OPENED 


PAPA Riga a INSISTED. TING PAUL KRICHELL 
\Y FOR: SENSE 


oon FOR BIG FELLOWS, MR. BECAUSE 
THEY CAN HIT HARD AND SCORE RUNS FOR Fie Y YANKEES, 
BUT YOUR BOY PHIL IS A NATURAL BALLPLAYER. } 
I WANT TO SIGN HIM TONIGHT/ WE'LL PAY tlh FepbsdelBes } 


FIVE DOLLARS A MONTH 
/ YOU MAKE ME YER 


[2 BALL "Pale BUT HE WAS | 


THE OFFICE DOOR. 


ROY WHITE, YOU OLD 
SON-OF-A-GUN ! GOSH, 
1M oe are ee you! 
WHAT ARE 

DOING ERE! 


ROY Jo PITCHED. FOR) THE: GLENCALE 


Eee CNL WwW) List Sie TAYE BEM l=: 


DOUBLE- 
MUTED DACROBAT/ P 


THE LONG TIRESOME 
BUS RIPES FROM 
TOWN TO TOWN, 
THE POOR 
MEALG, THE. 
HARD ROOMING- 
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HE SPRINTED FOR SECONP AS 
A BUNNE! \ 


] BUT PHIL TRIPPED IN FRONT OF THE BAG AND THE 
RUNNER'S SPIKES RIPPED INTO HIS LEFT LEG/ 


DESPITE THE PAIN IN HIS 
LEFT THIGH, PHIL INSISTED 
ON STAYING IN THE GAME, 


MY LEGS ALL RIGHT, T TELL 
YOU, ROY! BESIDES, You 
HAVEN'T ANYONE ELSE 
TO PLAY SHORT. 


ee SS: ys 
BY THE TIME PHILS TEAM 

ARRIVED IN ROANOKE, HE 
COULD HARDLY WALK. 


YOU SHOULD HAVE KEPT OFF 
YOUR FEET, ee You 


IF THIS CLUB HAD A 4 
TRAINER, HE'D MAKE _/ 
You STOP + eas 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


|, PHIL BEGAN THE 1932. SEASON POORLY AT NORFOL 
BECAUSE HIS LEG WAS STILL STIFF FROM THE THIRTY= * 
GEVEN STITCHES PUT IN IT DURING Hie OPERATION .——— 


= ity 


Y BOO! WE WANT Y 
CORB % 


T'VE GOT GOOD NEWS FOR 
YOU, PHIL! I/M_GOING TO MANAGE 
THE NORFOLK TEAM IN THE 
PIEDMONT LEAGUE 
| THIS YEAR, AND 
YOU'RE GOING _, 
THERE WITH ME: 


CIAIDE CORBITT, A LOCAL BOY, WAS THE | [ BUT ON JUNE 16, LAST DAV FOR MAKING TRADES, 
NORFOLK FANS’ FAVORITE. WE OUTHIT, , MANAGER WHITE RETAINED PHIL AND SENT. 
PHIL DURING MAY .327 70.222 ¢ CORBITT TO AUGUSTA « : 
: HE'S A PAL OF ROY 
WHAT'S THE IDEAZ THAT WHITE. THAT'S WHY. 
RIZZUTO CAN'T HIT THE HE'S ON THE 
SIDE OF p BARN TEAM! 


“ATTAWAY, ; 
/ SroRrs dveserneee 


CLAUDIE. | oe nx dy FANS SHOCKED A 
a) CORBITT TRADE | 


FACED WITH THE SEVEREST TRIAL| | HOWEVER, IN/A\VITAL GAME IN LATE AUGUST, 
OFHIG YOUNG CAREER, PHIL PHIL HIT.A BASE-CLEARING DOUBLE FOR 
PLAYED SENSATIONAL BALL! THREE RUNS, AND =-- 
! : (. 7 | 
/ PHIL DID IT! THATS\/ WOW! ‘RAY BA TINGIAVERAGE 


THE PENNANT- FOR PHIL! 
THREE HITS OF .336 AND A 


AND THREE SLUGGING AVERAGE 
! OF .495, PHIL 
WAS THE 
PIEDMONT LEAGUE'S 
ALL-STAR 
SHORTSTOP, 
LOSING THE 
MOST-VALUABLE- 
PLAYER 
2 : p AWARD 
: —— BY ONLY. 
BUT [RATE NORFOLK FANS ; ONE voTE! 


BOOED HIM EVEN WHEN HE 
WON GAMES WITH CLUTCH HITS, 
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THAT WINTER PHIL WAS PROMOTED TO 
THE KANSAS CITY BLUES IN THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION. TRAVELING SOUTH IN 
MARCH, HE WAS JOINED BY THREE OLD 
TEAMMATES FROM NORFOLK! RuUzzUTO OUR \MEET YOU, 


THIS IS OUR Wy RIGHT, GERRY! ¥ FELLOWS! 


L WH / (\ f A) : 
| ; i | 
\Q ; q RN 
r\ | A races de SNS 
\( BUT AT THE BALL FIELD 
\ THE NEXT MORNING...- 


HOLY COW! i THAT/S UUST OUR WAY OF 
A SNAKE! HAZING YOU, SCOOTER! 
DON'T WORRY... YOU'RE 


A BIG LEAGUER y—Kavpe 60, 


a 
ALREADY? FRENCHY, BUT 
g T STILL DON'T 
LIKE SNAKES 
AND FROGS! 


WM 


BUT WHEN THE GAME BEGAN, PHIL LOST HIS\AWE OF THE |, 
INVINCIBLE YANKS, BEATING OUT A BEAUTIFUL BUNT. 


NICE WORK, 
RIZZUTO! 


I USED TO DREA 
AGAINST THE YANKS, GERRY. 
THEY'RE SURE BIG FELLOWS! 


5 haf 


PHIL STARTED TWO DOUBLE PLAYS JN HIS FIRST 
GAME AGAINST A BIG LEAGUE CLUB. 


R 
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AND FHL CONTINUED HIS. GREAT. PLAY. AS THE SEASON BEGAN. 
WARRY (THE CAT) BRECHEEN, THEN WITH THE POWERFUL 
CORE ONE TO ONE IN. THE 


COLUMB ING SENATORS WITH THE S: 


ike) 1 
| ETH PHIL TRIPLER 


AND PHIL SCORED THE WINNING 
RUN ON A B. u 


ALK Me 
‘ GOT YOU NEVER BALKED a a 
X_N My LiFe k 
BEFORE! p= 


THAT TIME, 
HARRY!’ 


KANSAS CITY WON THE FLAG IN 

1939 AS PHIL COMPILED A 

316 BATTING AVERAGE, SLUGGING FOR.397/ 
HE MADE THE ALL- STAR TEAM! 


AS BRECHEEN PEERED AY HIS CATCHER 
FOR A SIGN, THE DARING SCOOTER 
TOOK A LONG LEAD OFF THIRD BASE. 


AND IN NEW YORK, YANKEE MANAGER JOE 
MeCARTHY HEARD GOOD NEWS FROM SCOUT 
KRICHELL ! J 
DONT HAVE To WORRY)" “Wet HELL HAVE TO. 
ABOUT A SHORTSTOP. GO SOME TO BEAT 
FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS, ) Our FRANKIE 


OE, THIS 
RIZZUTO.., 9 oe CROSETT!- 


THE MIGHTY YANKEES 
HAD WON FOUR 
PENNANTS AND 
FOUR WORLD'S 

CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 
SUCCESSION 

WITH BRILLIANT 

FRANKIE CROSETTI 

AT SHORTSTOP. 

BECAUSE 
FRANKIE WAS 
STILL AT THE PEAK 
OF HIS PLAY, 
THE DOUGHTY 
LITTLE SCOOTER 
REMAINED AT KANSAS 
CITY FOR THE 1940 
SEASO. 


LED BY THE 


BLUES AGAIN WON THEA 
| __ ASSOCIATION 


ahs bE 
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TEAMED AGAIN WITH PRIODY, PHIL EXECUTED. FANTASTIC DOUBLE-PLAYS! 


DESPITE WIS MINIATURE SIZE, PHIL BECAME A DANGEROUS 
HOME RUN HITTERS - 


WOW! HOMER 
WITH THE BAGS 
FULL! 


BY S90 LL) Mase 
r \ PHIL MADE SEVEN HITS IN A (( 
TWIN BILL WITH MILWAUKEE! 


MITE, THE | y ANO AT THE SEASON'S END... (1 


IMERICAN 


ON BEHALF OF THE SPORTING 
NEWS. I AM HAPPY. TO ANNOUNCE 
PHIL RIZZUTO IS THE NUMBER 
ONE MINOR LEAGUE 
reais rate, / Mattei 
f TES - 6 
os TEP > ME. SPINK! 


The Scooters 
Miracle Record- 
1940 


At Bat 579 
Runs 124 
Hits 201 


Doubles... 28 

Triples 10 

Homers —._ 10 

Stolen Bases. 35* 
% Ted League 


AND HE STOOD ONLY 
FIVE FEET SIX INCHES 
IN HIS. STOCKING 
FEET $ 
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WE'VE WON FOUR FLAGS IN BUT. WHEN LITTLE PHIL LEFTY GOMEZ, WITTY YANHEE 
FiVe YEARS. NOW WE'LL 4 REPORTED TO THE YANKEE SOUTHPAW STAR, HEARD. PHIL'S 
WIN 'EM ALL! aaah CAMP 205 PROTESTS ANDeoe 
epGas 1AM ~/auit Yer SY LET HIM IN, FRED, OR 
PHIL RIZZUTO, ) KIDDIN'S IF YOU THE DUCKS'LL WALK 
THE BALL- WANT TO SEE THE Boy ALL OVER HIM! 
PLAYERL BALLPLAYERS, Resesins Ca-ars : 
KIDDO, WAIT 
TILL THEY'RE 


% is LO : | px” : 
| IN PHIL WONDERED HOW apart PROVED WE COULD Fay YANKEE BALL HE HI 
z TWELL 
} G0 he WOULD MAKE GOOD AMONG SUCH INIPRACTICE, AND WAS COACHEDAT SHORTSTOP BY 
TOWERING YANKEE STARS AS RED RUFFING, \ pomuiie GupeETTy 4 
| __ BILL DICKEY, JOLTIN' JOE DiMAGGIO, KING 2ST STAND WITH MY LEGS NOT TOO 
KONG KELLER AND TOMMY HENRICH! FAR APART, PHIL, BALANCING MYSELF ON THE BALLS OF 
YOUD BETTER CLIMB UP ON A\/ MY FEET SO I CAN GET THE JUMP ON GROUNDERS. 


THEY. 
} STOOL IF YOU WANT THE BOYS { SURE ARE I ALWAYS TRY TO FIELD A BALL WITH MY GLOVE, 
| TO SEE YOU, PHIL ! BIG! NOT MY BARE HAND. 


oes 
NU 
. 


me 
Sik 


4) 
iV 


\ 
le 


THE SCOOT! 
PLAYING 
SHORTSTOP 
IN THE 


TAKEN 
CROSETTI'S 
JOB AWAY! 
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THE ATHLETICS, PHIL LASHED A LINE 
SINGLE OFF NELSON POTTER, HIS 
FIRST MAJOR LEAGUE SAFETY. 


agape AT LAST! 


HE'S LIKE 
A JACK- IN- 
THE-BOX ! 


THERE AND 
PLAY HARD! 


pa 


THE YAN 


YANKS WENT O 
TAKE THE SERIES IN FIVE GAMES. 


I'VE BENCHED YOU FOR CROSETTI, PHIL, 
BECAUSE I WANT YOU TO SIT HERE 


ON HIS FOURTH DAY, INA GAME AGAINST K MOVER ANXIOUS, PHIL PLAYED POORLY. A 
WITH ME AND WATCH HOW 


BALL AND--- 


HE PLAYS. I UNDERSTAND, 


MR. Me CARTHY. 


a5 


MEANTIME, THE GREAT HOE. AGETO 


LAUNCHED HIS HISTORIC FIFY: x 4 
GAME HITTING STR’ . 3 


JOB ALL TO: 
HIMSELF SL 


PHILS FRESHMAN 
RECORD — 


1947’ 

AT BAT S15 
RUNS 65 
HITS SB 

DOUBLES 20 
TRIPLES 9 

HOMERS 3 

> BATTING 

AVERAGE 307 
SLUGGING : 
DVERAGE Ao0 

OMLY, JOE DIMAGGIO. 


HAD A HIGHER BATTING 
AVERAGE THAN PHIL { 


IN TO WIN:7 To 4, AND 


THIG IS MY DAUGHTER, CORA 


Caner LIVE WITHOUT LETS WAIT 
{ I WANT YOU 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


ONE VAY THAT FALL ¢2 | I'M SUPPOSED TO : THE TOASTMASTER AT THE BANQUET WAS 


MAKE A SPEECH AT 5 & 
A BANQUET IN NEWARK i DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF ESSELBORN 
TONIGHT, PHIL, BUT I'VE ; YOU HAVE THE REAL FIGHTING SPIRIT, 
GOT TO FLY HOME TO 4 PHIL RIZZUTO. I'D BE HAPPY TO 
'FRISCO INSTEAD. WILL J HAVE A SON LIKE YOU. 
YOU TAKE MY Be YOU MAKE ME 
PLACEZ * FEEL AT HOME 
: mi HERE IN NEWARK, 
CHIEF. 


PHIL TELEPHONED CORA’ DAILY. HE 
EVEN MOVED TO NEWARK SO AS 
TO BE NEAR HER. ONE NIGHT... 


THERE'S SOMETHING I MUST 


AMINE... PHIL TELL YOU, CORA. LET'S 

RIZ1U7O, LEAVE HERE AND GO 
ee MR. FOR A DRIVE. -— 

CORA 


eyeing 
I CAN'T PLAY BALL YO! 
ITHOUT YOU, GORA, MARRY, PHIL, 
1 AWHILE. 
TO BE MY WIFE. if 


HEART-BROKEN, PHIL BEGAN THE LONELY TRIP HOME. HE 
LOVED CORA, BUT DID SHE LOVE HIM? HE'D MAKE HER LOVE 
H/M, HE VOWED, BY BECOMING THE YANKEES’ GREATEST STAR! 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


WH EARLY 1942, WAR ENGULFED DETERMINED TO WIN CORA BEFORE HE ANSWER! 
Fi THE WORLD, ( / COUNTRY’S CALL, PHIL PLAYED THE GAME ANS fin Hs 
YOU HAVE A GREEN LIGHT TO 
PLAY BASEBALL THIS YEAR, COMMISSIONER SA 
LANDIS. OUR NATIONAL GAME IS A GREAT YX 
MORALE BUILDER FOR SOLDIERS | 
a AND CIVILIANS. ‘ 


IN THE 194Z WORLD SERIES AGAINST 
THE CARDINALS, PHIL BROKE A 

FIELDING RECORD BY MAKING SEVEN 
PUT-OUTS IN A SINGLE GAME / 


PHIL'S ACCURATE BUNTING 

AND SHARP HITTING HELPED 

THE YANKEES ESTABLISH 

A LONG LEAD IN THE 
PENNANT RACE. 


ANP PHIL MADE 
A RECOR 


14 
DOUBLEPLAYS! 


AS THE SERIES ENDED,“THE CHAMPION 

YANKEES TURNED TO A STERNER TASH « 

DiMAGGIO, RUFFING, HENRICH, SELKIRK 
JOINED THE COLORS, AND ove 


PHILIP FRANCIS RIZZUTO, DO YOUN —— | 
SOLEMNLY SWEAR TO DEFEND 
YOUR NATION IN WAR AND IN 

PEACE AGAINST ANY FOE? 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


AT NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, WHERE PHIL HAD 
ONCE PLAYED BALL, THE SCOOTE/< 
AWAITED HIS OVERSEAS ORDERS. ONE VAY... 


TU BE LEAVING ANY WN 
DAY, CORA, 1 MUST TUL TAKE 
aS AHS THE NEXT TRAIN, 


Ba7 I'LL BE BACK, \ 
GOODBYE AND Goop * CORA! DON'T 


) DARLING. Uh, 
7 0 Z 
Za 5 


HL WORKED WITH THE FAMOUS SEABEES! 


HOWEVER, PHIL 
RECOVERED ANP, 
AT SAMAR IN. 
THE PHILIPPINES... 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


rs BRING THE FLAG BACK j) 
TO YANKEE STADIUM THIS Are 


BUT AS THE SEASON BEGAN, PHIL, STILL WORRIED BY HIS FAILURE TO RETURN TO HIS OLD 
BOTHERED 8Y TROPICAL MALARIA, WAS 


HITTING ONLY 180! ED A STRANGER IN 


I WEEL PAY YOU 
TO PLAY IN THE 
MEXICAN LEAGUE, 


as 
KC 
14 
( 
i 
Q 
b) 

a 


PAIL HURRIEL SHOME TO “TELLICORAN© YOU'D BE EXILED FROM ) [UNDER MANAGER BILL DICKEY, THE, 
THE NIGHT, THEY VISITED A'| BASEBALL, PHIL. YOU'D | YANKS FINISHED. THIRD IN DAG! IN THE 
Tixurtous Sune ina FAMED | (OSE YOUR OLD FRIENDS. | OFFICE OF COL. VARRY MACPHAIL, 
me po _| YOUD BETRAY ie ae OF THE YANKEES +». 
THE YANKEES ¢ Hit 267 TH WELL WIN 
; s YEAR, Pai, NOT THE PENNANT 
BAD FOR A WAR- IN 1947, 
WEARY VETERAN. | COL. MACPHAIL! 
IM RAISING YOUR 
SALARY. 


50; PHIL REMAINED. 
OYAL TO HIS YANKEE 
COMRADES. SLOWLY, HE 
\ || REGAINED His OLD FORM. 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


JHE BROOKLYN DODGERS FACED THE CHAMPION YANKEES INTHE 
WITH THE DODGERS 


Ghe By 
MANAGER BUCKY 
HARRIS, THE 

YANKS SOARED 
INTO THE LEAD 
WITH A NINETEEN- 
GAME WINNING 


CAPTURING THE 
/947 PENNANT. 
BY TWELVE GAMES! 
REGAINING HIS. 
PRE-WAR FORM, 
THE SCOOTER 
BATTED 273! 


FLAWLESSLY. IN. THE FIELD AND “THAT DAY, LAVAGETTO'S FAMOUS 


'O SINGLED! STILL, THE DOUBLE IN THE NINTH INNING BEAT 
DODGERS WON, THE YANKS, 3. 10 2, TIEING 
BO BN THe: SERIES 7 


THE SERIES WAS STILL TIED WHEN | | AND’IN THE FOURT. ( 
THE YANKS) ari lh Aa SPLIT | | STARTED A TWO-RUN, RALLY, 
Te LENIN ANA FINAL BATHE, | (tee ON TENRICHS. SIN 
WITH THE YANKS TRAILING, 2 TOO, RRR 
PHILS SINGLE IN. THE SECOND 
TALLIED Me QUINN WITH THE 
FIRST BOMBER RUN / 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


THEN, IN THE SIXTH INNING, PHIL BEAT OUTA BUNT... 


s+. AND STOLE SECOND TO 
SCORE ON ALLIE CLARK'S 
SINGLE! PHIL'S THREE 
HITS WERE GOOD 
THREE RUNS, CINCNING 


TH 

FOR THE YANKS iN A 5 T02 
TRIUMPH! HIS EIGHTEEN 
SERIES’ PUT-OUTS WERE 
A RECORD: 


BY 


MEANWHILE, PHILS FAMILY 
WAS GROWING | a THE bis 
TI UMPED To THIRD 
eee ; PLACE IW 1948. 
ISN'T SHE, | WERE THE 
DADDY? a OLD HEROES, 
DiMAGGIO,;, 
HENRICH, 
SLOWING UP? 
WAS LITTLE 
PHIL RIZZUTO, 
WITH A 
.252 AYERAGE, 


AT THE (949 SPRING 
TRAINING CAMP os. 


I HEAR YOUR 
ARM'S GONE 
BAD, PHIL. 


ALMOST THROUGH? 
MANAGER HARRIS 
LEFT AND 
VETERAN CASEY 
STENGEL TOOK 
HIG PLACE. 


: YANI IECEIVED A STUNNING | | INSPIRED BY JOE'S GREAT SPIRIT, PHIL BEGAN THE SEASON 
HOW WHEN JOLUNT JOE DIMAGCIO| | WITH A STREAK OF BASE HITS AS TOMMY HENRICH BELTED 
WAS FORCED TO QUIT THE TEAM . HOME "RUNS, 


PLAYING SHORT, I: PON 
WORRY ABOUT THE 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


PHIL WAS RUSHED TO A HOSPITAL. 


LOOKS AS IF YOU HAVE MAYBE SO, 
A CONCUSSION, 
PHIL. 


SLAMMING INTO THE FENCE WA MAGNIFICENT TRY FL 
BALL, THE OUTFI (INJURED HIS: Batic ANO. THE Jone 4 hee 
IOHTING POR THEIR LIV AINE 


THe YANKEES AN? RED SOX WERE TIED IN THE 
PENNANT. RACE ON OCTOBER FIRST. IN THE 
FIFTH INNING THAT PAY. WITH THE SOX LEADING, 
4TO 2, PHIL SINGLED, RACING ALL THE WAY. 
HOME ON YOGI BERRA'S TWO-BAGGER! 


x, 


| a x . ~ = ~ 
THE YANKS WON ON LINDELUS HOMER IN THE PH 
BIGNTN, TAKING THE LEAD IN THE PENNANT RACE!| | FOR THE YANKEES, AS THEY TOOK THE GAME, & TO 4 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


AGAIN THE YANKS FACED THE DODGERS IN A BORO SERIES. AND 
"OID REUABLE” TOMMY HENRICH TOOK THE OPENER FROM DON 
NEWCOMBE, 1 TOO, WH A THRILLING NINTH INNING HOMER. 


Phil's Championship 
Record -- 1949 


AT BAT = (614 
iii ———— ———— {HIKe) 
HITS 169 
DOUBLES —_____._ 22 


TRIPLES 7 
HOMERS) aS 
BATTING AVERAGE —, 275 
SLUGGING AVERAGE — . 369 
FIELDING AVERAGE—.971* 
STOLEN BASES —_— 18 


% LED LEAGUE 


ROLLING ON TO VICTORY, THE YANKS TRIUMPHED, 
6 TO 4, ON OCTOBER EIGHTH! IN THE GERIES’ 
FINALE, PHIL WAS UP TO HIS OLD HIGH SCHOOL 
TRICKS, WALKING AND SCORING TWICE AS HIS 
MATES CONQUERED, 10 TO 6S 


PREACHER ROE BLANKED THE YANKS, | TOO, IN | 

JHE NEXT GAME. AT EBBETS FIELD, OCTOBER 

SEVENTH. Palle NAME WENT INTO THE RECORD | 

Bp 0K LS HEY, FELLOWS, I’M 

IN THIS GAME, 
Too! 


= eed Eines ees 
‘OR THE FIRST TIME IN SERIES! HISTORY, PHIL 
ACCEPTED NO CHANCES AT SHORTSTOP 
a AS THE YAN (ON, FID Bl a. 


: eee ee EGE M, WelEe OF: BUT PHIL HAD INTERESTS OTHER 
j THE NEW YORK YANKEES. THAN BASEBALL, TOO! 


NEXT YEAR YOu WILL 
BE THE HIGHEST PAID. 
SHORTSTOP IN THE HISTORY 
OF BASEBALL, PHIL! YOUR 
CONTRACT CALLS FOR FORTY 


« 
THOUSAND DOLLARS! \ 
~~ oy i 

Ss c. 

may 


‘OU ARE THE CHAM 
PROFESSIONAL ATHLETE . 
OF AMERICA, PHIL 

RIZZUTO. 


ks . PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


AG THe ) 2 TRAINING EAEOH BEGAN, YOURE TOO SMALL TO HIT AS 
y ONG AS I DO, PHIL. BUT YOU 
UOWMNY MIZE, BLAST A TITANIC CaN INCREASE YOUR 
HOM POWER BY USING A 
WISH I WAS BIG BAT LIKE 
AS BIG AS YOU, ; MINE. 
JOHNNY! Sk anes 


b=) THE YANKS" FIRST. 
| Uy. OAD TRIP | 


\Erre 44 ON 


THE SCODTER'S NICELY PLACED HIL'S FIELDING WAS MORE BRILL 
[ANT THAN EVER WHEN, AGAINST 
BUC e Ae NIRS, CLEVELAND, HE EXECUTED THE RARE 6-5-3 PUT-OUT, SNARING 
ROSEN'S DRIVE TO DEEP SHORT AND FIRING THE BALL To UONNSON 
AT THIRD. JOHNSON THEN THREW ACROSS THE DIAMOND TO MIZE, 
RETIRING ROSEN! = ar — 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


OW UNE 8, PHIL MUFFED AN EASY GROUNOE®) FENAUBIST GAT GIEVALAND NIT 5 ante 
Bee io Ee SELLOT, \ Mrevaneesne eine ok 
4 8 CHANCES THE TRAINER SAYS YOU'RE U 
WITHOUT A MISCUE, AN AMERICAN LEAGUE SICK, PHIL. IM KEEPING CASEY! WE'VE 
RECORD! YOU OUT OF THE 
GAME TODAY. 


IN HIS FIRST. TIME AT BAT, PHIL 
CRACKED OUT HIS ONE THOUSANDTH 
MAJOR LEAGUE HIT! THAT DAY, HE 
ALSO MADE TWO DOUBLES ANU A TRIPLE, 
LIFTING HIS AVERAGE TO .345 ! 


You DID 5 
w The SCOOTER'S 
; 2) TOGETHER, SUPER. RECORD~ 
Se : . FELLOWS / 1950 
x i SN == ATA AT ea 
= \eas RUNS __ 
: HITS 
DOUBLES 
TRIPLES nena 
HOMERS 
RUNS BATTED IN. 65 
BATTING AVERAGE _,324* 
SLUGGING AVERAGE —.439% 


# HIGHEST IN 
PHILS MAJOR LEAGUE 
CAREER. 


PHIL RIZZUTO, BASEBALL HERO 


“AM TROUNCED THE 
DUR STRAIGHT GAMES, 
PIONS I WANT TO 

Buy. A SPORTS 


YOU'RE ALWAY: 
ON CHAMPIONSHIP ) IN TWELVE ) BASEBALL 
CLUBS, PHIL. SEASONS, ; FORTY YEARS, 
MRS. BERRA: JAND PHIL'S MY 
ALL-TIME 
GREATEST , 
SHORTSTOP. 


WE'VE GOT JUST 
WHAT YOU WANT, 
SIR. yaa 


BUT PHIL'IS SALE OF A_SPORTS JACKET WAS EVEN AT HIS HILLS/DE, N. S., HOME, WHERE PHIL 
INTERRUPTED. BY SOME VISITORS / WORKED WEEK-ENDS BUILDING A SUMMER HOUSE 
FOR HIS. CHILOREN,. VISITORS. i ee 
THE FATHER’S DAY COMMIT YOU MAKE 
~ [= He 


THE BASEBALL WRITERS yu 
HAVE VOTED YOU THE 


AMERICAN LEAGUE'S | “| HAS CHOSEN YOU THE 


MOST VALUABLE i ALL-AMERICAN 
LAYER SPORTS FATHER 
OF 1950, PHIL! 


WONDERFUL, 
GENTLEMEN / 
f 


WE'LL TAKE A LONG WALK AND EAT )~> 
ICE CREAM AND WHILE PAMELA 
SLEEPS, I'LL PLAY BALL WITH 
= c_ YOU GIRLS, 
PATTI. 


WHERE'RE 
WE GOING, 
DADDY? 


PHIL RIZZUTO, 
THE LITTLE 
FELLOW WITH 

TWINKLING 
FEET ANDA 

GREAT HEART 

REACHES THE 
PEAK OF HIS. 

GLORIOUS 


REER, 
SPARK PLUG 
OF THE 


OF ALL TIME... 
THE IMMORTAL 

NEW YORK 

YANKEES! 


ve) 


Be 
i 


lee 


MASTER OF THE DOUBLE PLAY 
THE “SCOOTER” GETS TWO! 


